COLORADO CORONERS STANDARDS & TRAINING BOARD
Training Standards
Medico-Legal Death Investigation
CRS 30-10-601.8 requires that “a person who is elected or appointed to the office of coroner for the first time shall, within one year of taking office, obtain certification in basic medico-legal death investigation from the Colorado Coroners Association or another training provider approved by the C.C.S.T. board.  Effective January 1, 2007, the CCST Board accepts the following as meeting the medico-legal death investigation (MLDI) certification requirement.  

1. Four years of certification by an MLDI-related professional organization and demonstrate proficiency in practical application of training by participating in 10 death investigations and attendance at 5 autopsies under the supervision of a currently certified medico-legal death investigator.
2. Board-Certified Forensic Pathologist;
3. Current or Past POST Certification, with two years additional education and experience in death investigation received within past four years;
4. Show proficiency in the CCST/MDLI Curriculum by submitting certificates for training of equivilent type and duration received within the past four years and demonstrate proficiency in practical application of training by participating in 10 death investigations and attendance at 5 autopsies under the supervision of a currently certified medico-legal death investigator.
Acceptable professional organizations include, but are not limited to, AMBDI, POST, AMA, NAME, AAFS, IACME.  This requirement applies to all coroners elected or appointed after July 1, 2003.
Annual In-service Training
CRS 30-10-601.8 requires that “each coroner shall complete a minimum of sixteen hours of in-service training provided by the Colorado Coroners Association or by another training provider approved by the C.C.S.T. Board during each year of the coroner's term.  At the request of a coroner, the C.C.S.T. Board may decide that a combination of education, experience, and training satisfies the requirement to complete sixteen hours of in-service training annually.”  

This requirement applies to all coroners.  It can be met by submitting certificates and course outlines of training attended during the calendar year.  The CCST Board will review the course outline and determine if the training meets the standards of the Board.  Training may be pre-approved if the course content outline and instructor curriculum vitae are submitted to the Board 30 days in advance of the class.

Instruction

The Board may credit up to four hours of the annual training requirement if a coroner teaches a class of at least one hour duration.  The class must be instructional rather than a public relations presentation, related to MLDI and the request must be accompanied by the lesson plan or content outline.  Credit will be given for only the first presentation of the class.  The request must be submitted to CCST with a letter providing the date, duration, subject, and audience of the class.  Case review does not replace training or instruction hours.
Mentoring

Mentoring for the practical applications is available in your area from experienced, certified medico-legal death investigators.  Contact Janet Larson at jlarson@csoc.org for a list of certified people who are available and willing to help.
To be approved, MLDI Courses should include the following content.

1. Medicolegal Death Investigation Topics 

Sudden Unexpected Death

SIDS/SUDEC

Equivocal Deaths

Sharp Force Stab wounds

Firearms/GSW

Blunt Force Trauma

Head Injuries

Time of Death PMI

Fire Deaths (explosions, heat related)

Asphyxia

Multiple Fatalities

Motor Vehicle Deaths 

Other transportation deaths (train, bus, motorized, plane)
Deaths in Custody

Homicide

Suicide

Accidental

Undetermined

Natural

Scientific Postive ie, fingerprint, skeletal, DNA

Next of Kin & Families

Environmental Deaths

2. Adjunct Forensic Specialists- 

Anthropologist

Odontologist

Entomologist

Toxicologist - Rx

Forensic Pathologist- AUTOPSY

Radiology 

Detectives

CSI

3. Investigation Techniques

Photography (actual and retention)

Notes

Scene Sketches

Report Writing

Interviewing techniques 

Notifying NOK (ID who legal next of kin is)

Medical Records/Research/retention/HIPPA

Personal Safety

4. Organ/Tissue Donation

5. Courtroom Testimony

6. Evidence Collection & Preservation

7. Practical Application
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